A r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e 41LK269 i s a p r e h i s t o r i c open c a m p s i t e l o c a t e d on a P l e i s t o c e n e t e r r a c e remnant of t h e Nueces R i v e r n e a r George West, Texas.
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l t e s t i n g of S i t e 41LK269 was conducted by Glenn T. Goode of t h e S t a t e Department of Highways and P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n (SDHPT), w i t h s u p p o r t p e r s o n n e l from t h e George West SDHPT r e s i d e n c y d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d May 21 t o May
. Approximately 175 man-hours were expended on t h e proj e c t . 
The f i e l d w o r k o b j e c t i v e s were t o d e t e r m i n e t h e c o n t e n t and e x t e n t of c u l t u r a l r e m a i n s , t h e p o t e n t i a l of e l i g i b i l i t y f o r n o m i n a t i o n t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s , and t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r nomination a s a S t a t e
A r c h e o l o g i c a l Landmark. I n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h e s i t e a r e a w a s prompted by 
SITE DESCRIPTION AND SOILS
S i t e 41LK269 i s s i t u a t e d on a P l e i s t o c e n e t e r r a c e remnant a p p r o x i m a t e l y . 5 k i l o m e t e r west of t h e Nueces R i v e r ( F i g . 1 ) . The o v e r a l l s i t e a r e a i s l a r g e , e x t e n d i n g as a 100-meter-wide band southward from t h e US 59 r i g h t -o fway f o r a d i s t a n c e of s e v e r a l hundred m e t e r s ( F i g s . 1 and 2 ) . However, t h e a r e a s u b j e c t t o t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n is r a t h e r s m a l l : a 3-t o 4-meter-wide s t r i p r u n n i n g a l o n g t h e s o u t h right-of-way f e n c e ( F i g . 2 ) .
An unknown, b u t much g r e a t e r , p o r t i o n of t h e s i t e w a s d e s t r o y e d by t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f US 59. The h i g h e r p o r t i o n of t h e t e r r a c e and S i t e 41LK269 p r o b a b l y s l o p e d downward g r a d u a l l y toward t h e n o r t h right-of-way f e n c e , beyond which t h e t e r r a c e f l a t t e n s o u t i n t o p a s t u r e l a n d . No a r t i f a c t s were v i s i b l e a l o n g o r beyond t h e f e n c e .
Over much of t h e s i t e c u l t u r a l material o c c u r s as a r e l a t i v e l y t h i n m a n t l e , b e i n g most abundant from t h e e r o d e d t e r r a c e edge westward t o i t s h i g h e s t p o i n t . The e l e v a t e d p h y s i o g r a p h i c s e t t i n g p r e c l u d e d a l l u v i a l dep o s i t i o n d u r i n g t h e Holocene, l e a v i n g t h e c u l t u r a l remains t o be s l o w l y b u r i e d by c o l l u v i a l and e o l i a n a c t i o n .
A s o i l p r o f i l e from t h e s i t e i s shown i n F i g . 3. A c t u a l l y , t h i s prof i l e i s t y p i c a l o n l y of T e s t U n i t s 2 and 3. The d e p o s i t c o n t a i n i n g a r t if a c t s i s much t h i n n e r o v e r a g r e a t m a j o r i t y of t h e s i t e , a v e r a g i n g l e s s t h a n 30 cm i n d e p t h . I n T e s t U n i t s 2 and 3 , t h e f a i r l y r e c e n t upper zone of y e l l o w i s h brown sandy loam c o n t a i n e d few a r t i f a c t s . The u n d e r l y i n g zone of homogeneous brown sandy loam i s t h e major a r t i f a c t -b e a r i n g d e p o s i t , b u t no d i s c r e t e c u l t u r a l l e n s e s were a p p a r e n t w i t h i n i t . The t h i r d zone i s a l i g h t e r brown loam w i t h g r e a t e r s i l t c o n t e n t . Although a r t i f a c t s w e r e p r e se n t i n t h i s zone, t h e y were v e r y s p a r s e and d e c r e a s e d w i t h d e p t h .
This Page Redacted Per THC Policy I n T e s t U n i t s 1, 4 , and 5 , t h e brown sandy loam had g r e a t e r c l a y cont e n t from 1 0 t o 30 cm. A t a n a v e r a g e d e p t h of 30 cm t h e c l a y c o n t e n t i nc r e a s e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y . T h i s m a t r i x w a s a l i g h t brown c l a y loam c o n t a i n i n g ' no a r t i f a c t s .
Backhoe T r e n c h e s 2 and 4 r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e d e e p e r sandy loam d e p o s i t p r e s e n t i n T e s t U n i t s 2 and 3 and Backhoe Trench 3 w a s a n i s o l a t e d phenomenon. T h i s s o i l was a b s e n t i n t h e s e and a l l o t h e r backhoe t r e n c h e s e x c e p t Backhoe Trench 3 . A p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n i n v o l v e s a n e r o s i o n a l e p i s o d e of t h e t e r r a c e , p e r h a p s d u r i n g t h e e a r l y Holocene, w i t h s u b s e q u e n t d i f f e r e nt i a l d e p o s i t i o n o v e r a n uneven s u r f a c e . Abundant v e g e t a t i o n i n t h e a r e a 
. Numerous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s by H e s t e r document t h e a s s o c i a t i o n of L a t e P r e h i s t o r i c and H i s t o r i c c e r a m i c s (
H e s t e r 1 9 6 8 b ) , i nt r u s i v e c e r a m i c s i n t h e D i m m i t County a r e a ( H e s t e r and H i l l 1 9 6 9 ) , and t h e p r e s e n c e of P a l e o -I n d i a n m a t e r i a l s a l o n g San Miguel Creek ( H e s t e r 1 9 6 8 a ) .
Other m a t e r i a l s from F r i o R i v e r s i t e s a l s o have been documented by H e s t e r (1969b). S i n c e t h e e a r l y 1970s much work h a s been completed i n t h e Chaparrosa
Ranch a r e a of Zavala County ( H e s t e r and H i l l 1970; H e s t e r 1978) and t h e Choke Canyon a r e a of McMullen and Live Oak C o u n t i e s ( H a l l , Black, and Graves 1982). S e v e r a l hundred s i t e s were r e c o r d e d h e r e b u t o n l y a few were i n v e s t i g a t e d e x t e n s i v e l y . Middle and L a t e A r c h a i c m a t e r i a l s , as w e l l as L a t e P r e h i s t o r i c m a t e r i a l s , were abundant b u t r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e E a r l y A r c h a i c and P a l e o -I n d i a n e v i d e n c e w a s found ( H a l l , Black, and Graves 1 9 8 2 ) .
A l a r g e b u r i a l and h a b i t a t i o n s i t e i n L i v e Oak County (41LK28) was exc a v a t e d by t h e SDHPT i n 1977-1978. A wide r a n g e of A r c h a i c m a t e r i a l s was r e c o v e r e d ; of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t w a s t h e p r e s e n c e of an e x t e n s i v e L a t e T e s t u n i t s were p l a c e d a t v a r y i n g i n t e r v a l s as deemed n e c e s s a r y t o p r o v i d e a n a d e q u a t e sample. T e s t U n i t s 4 and 5 were more c l o s e l y s p a c e d
i n a n a r e a 
w i t h a h i g h e r d e n s i t y o f a r t i f a c t s v i s i b l e on t h e s u r f a c e . A b i f a c i a l t o o l ( F i g . 4A) w a s found on t h e s u r f a c e n e a r T e s t U n i t 4. The hand-excavated u n i t s were i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h backhoe t r e n c h e s t o r e a d i l y p r o v i d e p r o f i l e s and t h o r o u g h l y t e s t t h e s u b s u r f a c e . I n a l l , 1 1 backhoe t r e n c h e s were e x c a v a t e d . S e v e r a l s h o v e l t e s t s were randomly p l a c e d t o l o c a t e a p p r o x i m a t e l i m i t s of t h e s i t e .

ART I FACTS The a r t i f a c t a s s e m b l a g e r e c o v e r e d a t 41LK269 ( T a b l e 1 ) i s made up comp l e t e l y of l i t h i c m a t e r i a l s . A t o t a l of 745 s p e c i m e n s came from t h e 5 t e s t u n i t s . The i d e n t i f i e d a r t i f a c t c l a s s e s a r e : f l a k e s and f r a g m e n t s -727
s p e c i m e n s ; c o r e s and f r a g m e n t s -11 specimens; b i f a c e s -6 s p e c i m e n s ; and outrepasse b i f a c e f r a g m e n t s -2 specimens. Although t h e e n t i r e s a m p l e 
c o u l d b e c l a s s i f i e d as l i t h i c d e b i t a g e , s e v e r a l p o s s i b l e t o o l s a r e p r e s e n t . An i n t e n s i v e b u t u n c o n t r o l l e d s u r f a c e c o l l e c t i o n produced a n a d d i t i o n a l 355 l i t h i c i t e m s . I n t h i s c o l l e c t i o n a s i n g l e b i f a c e s t a n d s o u t among t h e f l a k e d e b i t a g e . T h i s p i e c e i s a gouge o r a d z e . L i t h i c raw m a t e r i a l s f o r b o t h t o o l s and h e a r t h s t o n e
y , a t l e a s t h a l f t h i s number w e r e m i s s e d i n t h e b r i e f a n a l y s i s . C h e r t w a s a l s o commonly u s e d a s h e a r t h s t d n e s , b u t a s o f t s a n d s t o n e makes up a t l e a s t one-half o f t h e f i r e -c r a c k e d r o c k s a m p l e .
A b r i e f a n a l y s i s of t h e f l a k e d e b i t a g e i s aimed a t i d e n t i f y i n g t y p e s of t o o l s u s e d and s t a g e s of r e d u c t i o n p r e s e n t . The f l a k e sample i s s o r t e d i n t o h a r d , s o f t , and u n d e t e r m i n e d hammer c a t e g o r i e s f o r t h e s p e c i m e n s w i t h s t r i k i n g p l a t f o r m s . From t h e e x c a v a t e d s a m p l e , 362 s p e c i m e n s r e t a i n t h e s t r i k i n g p l a t f o r m . O f t h e s e , 24% have c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t y p i c a l of h a r d -
hammer p e r c u s s i o n , 60% a r e soft-hammer, and 16% were produced by u n d e t e rmined means. The f i g u r e s from t h e s u r f a c e sample are c o m p a r a b l e : h a r dhammer -24%; soft-hammer -55%; undetermined -21%. Provenience T e s t U n i t 1 L e v e l 1 2 3 U n i t T o t a l T e s t U n i t 2 L e v e l 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 U n i t T o t a l T e s t U n i t 3 L e v e l 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 U n i t T o t a l -T e s t U n i t 4 L e v e l 1 2 3 4 U n i t T o t a l -T e s t U n i t 5 L e v e l 1 2 3 U n i t T o t a l S u r f a c e Although a l a r g e m a j o r i t y of t h e f l a k e d e b i t a g e i s c l a s s i f i e d a s t e rt i a r y , t h e r e a r e s u f f i c i e n t c o r e fragments and d e c o r t i c a t e f l a k e s t o s t a t e t h a t a l l s t a g e s of c o r e r e d u c t i o n o c c u r r e d a t t h e s i t e . The b i f a c e sample i s t o o s m a l l , 6 of t h e 7 f r a g m e n t s a r e f i n a l s t a g e , t o make d e f i n i t e s t a t ements a b o u t b i f a c e r e d u c t i o n . A t l e a s t t h e f i n i s h i n g of b i f a c e s was a ttempted h e r e . Specimens B , C , a n d D ( F i g . 4) a v e r a g e 7 mm i n t h i c k n e s s and c o u l d have been d a r t p o i n t s o r s m a l l k n i v e s . T h e i r f r a g m e n t a r y n a t u r e p r e c l u d e s any s t a t e m e n t r e g a r d i n g s h a p e o r age.
Specimen E ( F i g . 4) i s a n outrepasse, The meager i n f o r m a t i o n r e c o v e r e d by t h i s p r o j e c t s h o u l d n o t be cons i d e r e d t y p i c a l of t h e 41LK269 s i t e a r e a . Very l i k e l y , much more i n t e ns i v e l y o c c u p i e d a r e a s e x i s t , t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n of which c o u l d make a more s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e l o c a l p r e h i s t o r y . The e x t r e m e l y s m a l l s i t e a r e a which r e m a i n s i n t a c t w i t h i n t h e US 59 right-of-way and t h e d e a r t h of s i g n i f i c a n t a r t i f a c t s and f e a t u r e s p r e c l u d e any c o n s i d e r a t i o n of f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n a t t h i s s i t e .
T h e r e f o r e , t h a t p o r t i o n of S i t e 41LK269 w i t h i n t h e right-of-way i s n o t c o n s i d e r e d e l i g i b l e f o r n o m i n a t i o n t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s n o r worthy of S t a t e A r c h e o l o g i c a l Landmark s t a t u s .
